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ticular section of the people. In the previous year (1871)
some members of the Viceroy's Legislative Council had
stated that much discontent prevailed in most parts of India,
especially on account of the income tax, and the Earl of
Mayo, in papers laid before Parliament relating to military
expenditure in India, had also recorded his opinion that this
feeling existed, and his belief that " the continuance of that
feeling was a political danger/'

As regards the income tax, the general opinion of the
great majority of the authorities consulted, was that the
moderate assessment then in force, if made precise and
unvarying, would be paid without dissatisfaction; and as
regards local taxation, the only objection raised by any
important section of the people, came from the Zamindars
of Bengal, who pretended to consider the Government
chargeable with a direct breach of faith, in imposing
rates or cesses upon the land for local improvements,
the settlement of the land tax on their estates having
been declared by Lord Cornwallis to be "permanent."
It is to be observed that before 1870, there could be no
increase of expenditure in any Presidency or Province of
India, without the sanction of the Governor-General in
Council. In that year the expenditure upon certain
services was entrusted to the control of the local govern-
ments, and it was a part of the scheme that any enlarge-
ment of the power and responsibility of those governments
should be provided from local resources, i.e. local taxation.
The resolution of the Government of India on the subject
was summed up on the 21st March, 1873, in the following
words: " Notwithstanding any discontent which may for
the present exist in some districts with reference to the
levy of local rates, His Excellency believes that the results
of the policy of meeting local wants from local resources,
which was affirmed by the Financial Eesolution of 1870,
cannot fail to be, in the end, beneficial to the people of